
13  OLIVET DISCOURSE FULFILLED IN THE FIRST CENTURY — MT. 24 —PART 2   

INTRODUCTION:  When Jesus announced the temple would be destroyed, the disciples would likely have known instantly, 
from Daniel 9, that He was referring to the  definitive judgment on Israel  i.e. national judgment in the form of war, which would 
end the Mosaic Age.  Their questions pertained to “the sign” and the timing. The sign would be that which makes the tribes 
mourn (vs. 30), that is, devastation, and the timing was “that generation” (vs. 34) which turned out to be AD 67-70.  Jesus also 
gave the disciples other indicators leading up to that ultimate sign of His Presence. 

9.  “Woe to those who are with child and to nursing mothers in those days! Pray that your flight will not be in the 
winter, nor on a Sabbath, for then there will be great oppression, such as has not been from the beginning of the 
world until now, no, nor ever will be. Unless those days had been shortened, no flesh would have been saved. But for 
the sake of the chosen ones, those days will be shortened.”  Mt 24:19-22 
Some Christian Jews would likely have fled Judea long before AD 66 because Jesus’s warning would have been circulated 
through Christian communities years before the War.  Inclusive in this great tribulation may be the Neronic persecution of 
Christians which would have likely made its way to Jerusalem. We do not have historical records of this tribulation for the 
Christians, but we DO know about the unmatched tribulation of the Jewish State from the very extensive and thorough 
writings of Josephus.  Anyone who has read, "The Wars of the Jews", can easily see the extremities in this gruesome conflict.   

10. "Then if any man tells you, 'Behold, here is the Christ,' or, 'There,' don't believe it.  For there will arise false 
christs, and false prophets, and they will show great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the 
chosen ones.”  Mt. 24:23-4 
A).  Most Jews of that time hoped for a Messiah who would give them a prosperous earthly kingdom free of Roman rule.  
Consequently, they were subject to manipulation by ambitious, charismatic leaders.  A powerful and crafty deceiver was John 
of Gischala, one of the 3 main zealot leaders of the Roman War who fancied himself on the throne in Jerusalem, replacing the 
weakened Roman Emperorship. He “went about among all the people, and persuaded them to go to war, by the hopes he 
gave them.  He affirmed that the affairs of the Romans were in a weak condition, and extolled his own power…. These 
harangues of John’s corrupted the great part of the young men, and puffed them up for the war.”  (Wars 4:3:1,2) 
B).  The zealots hired a host of "prophets” (ministers of propaganda) to keep the people deceived and believing that God was 
on their side.   Doubt arose frequently  and in one instance, at the end of the war, to keep the people from deserting to the 
Romans, a prophet told several thousand people that God commanded them to get up on the temple and wait for divine 
deliverance. (Wars 6:5:2-3). All perished in the conflagration that put an end to the temple and the entire Old Covenant cultus. 

11.  “Behold, I have told you beforehand.”  Mt. 24:25 
Prophecy not only served the purpose of guiding the disciples and other believers through the perils of the last days of the Old 
Covenant, but it shows us the Lordship of Christ.  “Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; [I 
am] God, and there is none like me; declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things that are not [yet] 
done; saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.”  Is. 46:9-10. Only God could predict all that was to 
happen so precisely and it be so perfectly fulfilled.   

 12.  “If therefore they tell you, 'Behold, he is in the wilderness,' don't go out; 'Behold, he is in the inner rooms, 'don't 
believe it. For as the lightning flashes from the east, and is seen even to the west, so will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. For wherever the carcass is, there is where the vultures gather together.” Mt 24:26-28 
This is yet another warning not to look for a “messiah” in the flesh (and there were many), but that the sign (vs.30) 
 of the “Coming of the Son of Man” would be obvious.  it would be the legions of Roman vultures—their ensign was an eagle
—picking over the carcass of spiritually dead Israel.  This is what the “Day of the Lord” looked like all through the Old 
Testament, that is,  war/destruction/devastation.  The Son of Man would come as His Father had come so many times before 
in the “Day of the Lord”  and bring in the new spiritual kingdom. (See: #2 “The Day of the Lord Has Happened Many Times.”) 

13. “But immediately after the oppression of those days, the sun will be darkened, the moon will not give its light, the 
stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”  Mt.  24:29 
This is eschatological language we see in the Old Testament depicting the destruction of nations.  It is not literal or we would 
not be here today since this already has happened in 539 BC with the conquest of Babylon by the Medes:  “Behold, the day of 
Yahweh comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger; to make the land a desolation, and to destroy its sinners out of it.  For the 
stars of the sky and its constellations will not give their light. The sun will be darkened in its going forth, and the moon will not 
cause its light to shine…  Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken out of its place in the wrath 
of Yahweh of Armies, and in the day of his fierce anger.” Is.13:9-13. This “dark” language is emblematic of the shattering of the 
social/political/religious order of a nation, not literal cosmic destruction.  
 
 

www.PreteristPapers.com

http://www.PreteristPapers.com


14. “Then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. Then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will 
see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.”  Mt. 24:30 
The only nation referred to as “tribes” in the Bible is Israel and its “mourning” is evident on almost every page of Josephus’s 
Wars of the Jews.  A literal analysis of this text, has it say that the sign of the Son of Man who is in heaven will appear.  We 
need to understand that the sign of the Son of Man was the war which pointed, inexorably, to Christ’s Presence and heavenly 
rule.    

15.  “He will send out his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together his chosen 
ones from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other…”. Mt.  24:31 
When Jesus said, “How often I wanted to gather your children together, like a hen gathers her own brood under her wings…” 
he  was not talking about physical gathering.  Similarly here, Jesus is speaking of coming into a state of communion—right 
relationship to the Father through the saving work of Christ.   

16. “Even so you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. Most certainly I tell you, 
this generation will not pass away, until all these things are accomplished.”  Mt. 24:33-34 
Due to cognitive dissonance, this verse is most often skipped or explained away, missing the nature of “all these things”  and 
the perfection of their fulfillment.  “All these things,” i.e. all these end times events were for the first century.  The inadequate, 
exclusive, physical Old Covenant was replaced with the sufficient, inclusive, spiritual Kingdom of God with Jesus as the Head. 

17.  "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.”  24:35 
See paper #18. “Heaven and Earth Have Already Passed Away.”  If it hasn’t, we are still in the Old Covenant. 

18. “No one knows of that day and hour, not even the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”  Mt. 24:36 
Some argue that this statement cancels out all time statements as in 24:34.  This is dishonest. We might know the generation 
in which we will die, but we don’t know the day and hour.  These are two widely different concepts. 

19. “As the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  For as in those days which were before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ship, 
and they didn't know until the flood came, and took them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.”  Mt. 
24:37-39 
This is a warning of the suddenness of the war.  

20. “Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and one will be left; two women grinding at the mill, one will 
be taken and one will be left.”  Mt. 24:40-41 
This describes typical war-time events in ancient times. The strong/beautiful/skilled were taken as slaves and the weak/
unskilled/old were left to work the land. 

21. “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his lord has set over his household, to give them their food in 
due season? Blessed is that servant whom his lord finds doing so when he comes. Most certainly I tell you that he 
will set him over all that he has. But if that evil servant should say in his heart, 'My lord is delaying his coming…’”.  
Mt. 24:45-51
There were almost 40 years (a generation) between the ascension and the destruction of the temple.  Jesus knew his 
disciples needed encouragement and warning for the long and difficult labor to which they were called. 

Further study:  The Wars of the Jews, by Josephus, Josephus, the Essential Works, by Paul L. Maier,  Essays on Eschatology by Samuel G. Dawson, We 
Shall Meet Him in the Air by Don K. Preston.  Also see:  William Bell Jr., Roger Daniels, etc.
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